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MICHELIN ResiCare is partnering with IMCD Europe to speed up
the European marketing of 5-HMF, a bio-sourced molecule of the
future produced in France

e A strategic partnership bringing together two players committed to the
development of renewable chemistry;

e Launch on the European market from 2027;

¢ Additional proof of MICHELIN ResiCare’s sustainable innovation strategy.

MICHELIN ResiCare, an industrial player committed to the development of
renewable and high-performance chemical solutions, announces the signature of
a distribution partnership with IMCD Europe, an international distributor of
specialty chemicals.

Within this framework, IMCD will ensure the European distribution of 5-
hydroxymethylfurfural (5-HMF), a strategic bio-sourced molecule produced at
MICHELIN ResiCare’s industrial site in Péage-de-Roussillon (Isére). In addition to
its direct approach with its major strategic accounts, MICHELIN ResiCare is relying
on this partnership to expand access to 5-HMF by a greater number of
manufacturers in Europe, thanks to a strengthened logistics offer and local
technical support.

Its production in France by MICHELIN ResiCare is a key step in securing European
access to this molecule of strategic interest, for which demand is rapidly growing
in the materials and formulation chemical industries. Start-up of the production
unit is scheduled for the start of 2027; this will have an annual production capacity
of 3,000 metric tons.

A partnership to speed up the transition to renewable chemistry

In partnering with IMCD Europe, MICHELIN ResiCare wants to quickly increase the
availability of 5-HMF and its adoption by manufacturers. IMCD will provide its
technical know-how, its knowledge of the markets and a distribution network that
covers the entire European continent. MICHELIN ResiCare teams have been
directly assisting major industrial chemistry stakeholders in evaluating 5-HMF for
various applications for over two years. Buoyed by these initial collaborations, the
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partnership with IMCD will now allow for broadening this dynamic to new players
and to all of Europe.

“This partnership with IMCD represents a major step forward in our desire to
popularize the use of 5-HMF and to support the transition to a more responsible
chemistry with its technical expertise, its capacity to support customers and its
European location, IMCD is the perfect partner to speed up the distribution of this
molecule of the future”, stated Laurent Lemonnier, CEO of MICHELIN ResiCare.

With its consolidated presence in the polymers, advanced materials, and
specialized formulations sectors, IMCD will assist manufacturers in the integration
of 5-HMF within new applications, providing both technical and developmental
support. IMCD is pleased with the trust accorded by MICHELIN ResiCare for the
distribution of its bio-based 5-HMF solution. Its European production constitutes a
major change to assist manufacturers with the transition to alternatives to fossil-
based intermediates. Through this partnership, IMCD is confirming its commitment
to innovation and the development of even more sustainable chemistry.

Additional proof of MICHELIN ResiCare’s sustainable innovation strategy

This partnership is fully in line with the strategy of MICHELIN ResiCare’s, which
wants to develop solutions from renewable resources, reduce the environmental
footprint of manufacturing industries, and provide sustainable materials for future
generations.

The 5-HMF molecule plays a central role in the
creation of innovative resins with a low environmental
impact, directly contributing to the transformation of
material value chains.

As a reminder, 5-HMF is a molecule from fructose,
transformed using green chemistry processes that are
non-toxic and already registered under REACH!.
Intended to replace ingredients of fossil origin, it
opens the way to more-sustainable chemistry in
multiple sectors. It is known as the “Sleeping Giant”
due to its versatility and its ability to replace a wide
range of conventional molecules, especially in the
following applications:
e  Bio-sourced thermosetting resins,
5-HMF liquid solution in the ResiCare laboratories ¢ Intermediates for oil-sourced aldehydes,
e Applications in agriculture, cosmetics,
construction, transport, aeronautics, or
electronics, and specialty additives.

TREACH: a European Union regulation governing the use of chemicals to protect health and the environment.
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About Michelin ResiCare

MICHELIN ResiCare, a Michelin Group brand, develops adhesive solutions that help make industry more
sustainable, competitive, and safe. Leveraging Michelin’s extensive expertise in polymers and materials science,
MICHELIN ResiCare supports the Group’s strategy of expanding beyond tires to create value across a wide range
of industrial sectors.

About Michelin

Michelin is building a world-leading manufacturer of life-changing composites and experiences. Pioneering
engineered materials for more than 130 years, Michelin is uniquely positioned to make decisive contributions to
human progress and to a more sustainable world. Drawing on its deep know-how in polymer composites, Michelin
is constantly innovating to manufacture high-quality tires and components for critical applications in demanding
fields as varied as mobility, construction, aeronautics, low-carbon energies, and healthcare. The care placed in
its products and deep customer knowledge inspire Michelin to offer the finest experiences. This spans from
providing data- and Al-based connected solutions for professional fleets to recommending outstanding
restaurants and hotels curated by the MICHELIN Guide. Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin is
present in 175 countries and employs 129,800 people. (www.michelin.com).
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